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The metaphysical question, although simple, is one that most people on earth do not know how to answer. 

Beginning yet another mundane Monday with switching class (instead of going to the lecture at 10, I decided to 

go at 4), I open my laptop and start saying hello to the virtual world: what’s happening on Twitter, Facebook, 

checking e-mails – Yahoo, Gmail, Unimail, and YouTube news. 

Stumbling upon a random video on YouTube, I found myself asking, ‘why am I here, on this earth?’ 

 

Some Christians, in the video, know their purposes on earth. Some people comment that even Plato and 

Aristotle, in all their wisdom, can’t give a satisfying answer to this question. Others say that they’re here to “have 

a good life.” 

So, why am I here? 

Science says that it doesn’t matter if I’m here or not, that I’m insignificant, just another human being among the 

other 110 billion who have been born. 

Businesses say that I’m here to become a good consumer and spend more on material things. 

Environmentalists say that I’m here to breathe in oxygen and breathe out carbon dioxide, to make global 

warming worse, with little good contribution towards the nature around me. 

The virtual reality world says that I’m here to increase more traffic – to use Facebook, four different e-mail 

portals, WordPress, LinkedIn, Twitter, YouTube, and a bunch of other websites. 

Law says that I’m here to be a good citizen with the other 80% of people who have never broken any rules, so 

that they have less things to take care about. 

These answers, although factual, don’t really get to the answer why we are here. 

Imagine that you have an iPhone. You can use this Apple product in various ways, and download apps to your 

hearts content. However, the iPhone is still a creation, and our knowledge is limited as we are only users. To 

understand its full potential, we need to ask the iPhone’s creator what it’s been created for. 

The same thing happens with humans. We can fill our lives with anything – to use our time practically and to do 

anything we want. But to maximise the limited time that we have, to answer that very core of why we are created, 

we need to ask the creator. 

The more I try to answer the question and share it with you, the more I feel it’s not what I’m supposed to do. It 

will become just another cliché, another statement, another saying that doesn’t make sense to anyone else but 

me. In a sense, the question, ‘why are you here’, is important to answer, yet it is personalised to each person. 

You may believe that there is a God who created humans, or you may also believe that there are no creators that 

have created humans. Whatever the case is, living life only once, why should we live another mundane life – to 

FOLLOW OUR FEED 

RECENT COMMENTS 

TWEETS 

TAGS 

RSS Feed Twitter 
20 followers 

Facebook 

jamie-maree on What counts as pants? 

jamie-maree on Should we mark 9/11 with a 

minute silence in Australia? 

Bec Jones on The Tyranny of the White Coat 

Bec on What counts as pants? 

Edwin Wong on Should we mark 9/11 with a 

minute silence in Australia? 

New post: Welcome to the New AFL 

http://t.co/p8ovLOF6 Darcy Sutton #RiffRaff 

15 hours ago  

New post: The Local’s One-Day Guide To 

Singapore http://t.co/SM9yNwY0 Joyce Chng 

#RiffRaff 1 week ago  

New post: High Calibre http://t.co/whhk1gBH 

Daniel Jose Fontanos #RiffRaff 1 week ago  

AFL  Alfred Russel Wallace  Arsenal Football 

C l u b  Arsene Wenger  asylum seekers  Aussie 

Rules  Australian Football  League  clothes  

Collingwood  Dale Willman  design  elections  

Fans  fashion  fasion  Football  g a y  r i g h t s  

gig  london  Malaysian Solution  m a r a t h o n  

melbourne  Melbourne Demons  m o c k i n j a y  

music  n a t u r e  olympics  OP-ED  

Personal Narrative  police  

profile  Prosh Week  question  r a p  

religion  review  riots  Soccer  students  

Suzanne Collin  technology  Uni Life  u n i o n  

volunteer ing  w i l d  

LIFESTYLE  

Why are you here? 
by MARCELLA PURNAMA on Aug 23, 2011 • 12:49 am  No Comments

http://www.melbourneriffraff.com.au/
http://www.melbourneriffraff.com.au/?page_id=2
http://www.melbourneriffraff.com.au/?page_id=58
http://www.melbourneriffraff.com.au/?page_id=62
http://www.melbourneriffraff.com.au/?page_id=119
http://www.melbourneriffraff.com.au/?cat=8
http://www.melbourneriffraff.com.au/?cat=5
http://www.melbourneriffraff.com.au/?cat=6
http://www.melbourneriffraff.com.au/?cat=7
http://www.melbourneriffraff.com.au/?cat=9
http://www.melbourneriffraff.com.au/?cat=5
http://facebook.com/share.php?u=http://www.melbourneriffraff.com.au/?p=371&t=Why+are+you+here%3F
http://twitter.com/home?status=Why%20are%20you%20here?%20http://tinyurl.com/3bfeamz
http://digg.com/submit?phase=2&url=http://www.melbourneriffraff.com.au/?p=371&title=Why%20are%20you%20here?
http://stumbleupon.com/submit?url=http://www.melbourneriffraff.com.au/?p=371&title=Why+are+you+here%3F
http://www.melbourneriffraff.com.au/?author=14
http://www.melbourneriffraff.com.au/?feed=rss2
http://twitter.com/#!/MelbRiffRaff
http://www.facebook.com/pages/Melbourne-RiffRaff/185393464860034
http://ww/
http://www.melbourneriffraff.com.au/?p=868#comment-42
http://www.airtomyearth.blogspot.com/
http://www.melbourneriffraff.com.au/?p=769#comment-41
http://www.beccc.deviantart.com/
http://www.melbourneriffraff.com.au/?p=749#comment-40
http://www.melbourneriffraff.com.au/?p=868#comment-39
http://www.melbourneriffraff.com.au/?p=769#comment-38
http://twitter.com/MelbRiffRaff
http://t.co/p8ovLOF6
http://twitter.com/search?q=%23RiffRaff
http://twitter.com/MelbRiffRaff/statuses/118332685444853760
http://t.co/SM9yNwY0
http://twitter.com/search?q=%23RiffRaff
http://twitter.com/MelbRiffRaff/statuses/116012414260088833
http://t.co/whhk1gBH
http://twitter.com/search?q=%23RiffRaff
http://twitter.com/MelbRiffRaff/statuses/116001373019054082
http://www.melbourneriffraff.com.au/?tag=afl
http://www.melbourneriffraff.com.au/?tag=alfred-russel-wallace
http://www.melbourneriffraff.com.au/?tag=arsenal-football-club
http://www.melbourneriffraff.com.au/?tag=arsene-wenger
http://www.melbourneriffraff.com.au/?tag=asylum-seekers
http://www.melbourneriffraff.com.au/?tag=aussie-rules
http://www.melbourneriffraff.com.au/?tag=australian-football-league
http://www.melbourneriffraff.com.au/?tag=clothes
http://www.melbourneriffraff.com.au/?tag=collingwood
http://www.melbourneriffraff.com.au/?tag=dale-willman
http://www.melbourneriffraff.com.au/?tag=design
http://www.melbourneriffraff.com.au/?tag=elections
http://www.melbourneriffraff.com.au/?tag=fans
http://www.melbourneriffraff.com.au/?tag=fashion
http://www.melbourneriffraff.com.au/?tag=fasion
http://www.melbourneriffraff.com.au/?tag=football
http://www.melbourneriffraff.com.au/?tag=gay-rights
http://www.melbourneriffraff.com.au/?tag=gig
http://www.melbourneriffraff.com.au/?tag=london
http://www.melbourneriffraff.com.au/?tag=malaysian-solution
http://www.melbourneriffraff.com.au/?tag=marathon
http://www.melbourneriffraff.com.au/?tag=melbourne
http://www.melbourneriffraff.com.au/?tag=melbourne-demons
http://www.melbourneriffraff.com.au/?tag=mockinjay
http://www.melbourneriffraff.com.au/?tag=music
http://www.melbourneriffraff.com.au/?tag=nature
http://www.melbourneriffraff.com.au/?tag=olympics
http://www.melbourneriffraff.com.au/?tag=op-ed
http://www.melbourneriffraff.com.au/?tag=personal-narrative
http://www.melbourneriffraff.com.au/?tag=police
http://www.melbourneriffraff.com.au/?tag=profile
http://www.melbourneriffraff.com.au/?tag=prosh-week
http://www.melbourneriffraff.com.au/?tag=question
http://www.melbourneriffraff.com.au/?tag=rap
http://www.melbourneriffraff.com.au/?tag=religion
http://www.melbourneriffraff.com.au/?tag=review
http://www.melbourneriffraff.com.au/?tag=riots
http://www.melbourneriffraff.com.au/?tag=soccer
http://www.melbourneriffraff.com.au/?tag=students
http://www.melbourneriffraff.com.au/?tag=suzanne-collin
http://www.melbourneriffraff.com.au/?tag=technology
http://www.melbourneriffraff.com.au/?tag=uni-life
http://www.melbourneriffraff.com.au/?tag=union
http://www.melbourneriffraff.com.au/?tag=volunteering
http://www.melbourneriffraff.com.au/?tag=wild


What do you think? 

grow, to go to school, to work, to get married, to have children to grow older, and then to die? 

Live your life knowing the answer to the question, “Why are you here?” 

Then, it would not be just another life. 

Tags: Personal Narrative 

Marcella Purnama 

Marcella Purnama is a second-year psychology and media and 

communications major at Melbourne University. She spends most her time 

writing and blogging (http://marcellapurnama.wordpress.com/), or else she 

can be found hopping from one Melbourne cafe to the other, trying all the 

different coffee shots. Disney, movies, and love fill three-quarter of her 

brain, so hopefully studies will be there somewhere among the quarter. 

Loving life, she is determined to live her best. 
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